                                                                                      Be it Remembered that the Greene County Council met in Regular Session on Monday, December 15, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room on the third floor of the Courthouse.





The meeting was called to order by Kelly Zimmerly.
The Pledge of Allegiance opened the meeting. 
Those present were Karen Abrams, Kelly Zimmerly, Bryan Woodall, Randall Brown, John Wilkes and Ron Lehman. Jerry Frye was absent.
Re: Regular Minutes 
Karen Abrams moved, and Bryan Woodall seconded, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held November 17, 2025, as presented with reading waived. Motion passed 6-0. 

Re: Greene County Sheriff’s 2026 Compensation Agreement
Prior to the meeting, County Attorney Marvin Abshire circulated the 2026 Compensation Agreement in Lieu of Statutory Fees Between George Dallaire, Sheriff, and Greene County, Indiana for review. Randall Brown moved, and Karen Abrams seconded, to approve the Compensation Agreement as presented. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Sheriff- Additional Appropriation- Final Approval
· 1000-35206-0000-0005- Repair Equipment- $1,800.00 (Surplus Vehicle Sold)
Karen Abrams moved, and Randall Brown seconded, to approve the additional appropriation in the amount of $1,800.00 as advertised. Motion passed 6-0.

Suspension of regular meeting to conduct public hearing

Re: Public Hearing: Concerning Confirmatory Resolution, Designation of Economic Revitalization Area, and Grant of Real and Personal Property Tax Abatement, Worthington Solar
Ben Adamich from Geronimo Power introduced the Worthington Solar project to the Council at the meeting in October. Mr. Adamich started by introducing the company as a large-scale wind, solar and battery storage company owned by Brookfield Asset Management. Mr. Adamich stated that the Worthington Solar Project would be using roughly 1600 acres in Fairplay Township, Greene County as a solar field for Duke Energy. Mr. Adamich stated that Geronimo is requesting a 10-year, 100% abatement with a minimum of 15% floor for personal property after the abatement period has ended.   
Many concerned citizens of Greene County spoke from the gallery with questions regarding the project. Most of the concerns were about the farm ground where the solar panels will be placed, the contamination of drinking water and waterways, the pollution to the environment, rising costs of electricity rates, and what happens after the 10-year abatement period has ended. 
The Council, along with the representatives from Geronimo, provided answers to the questions from the gallery.
After extensive public feedback, the council thanked everyone for coming, ended the public hearing, and resumed the regular meeting. 
Re: Reconvene Regular Meeting

Re: Final Action on Confirmatory Resolution- Worthington Solar
Randall Brown moved, and Bryan Woodall seconded, to propose an increase in the EDA Funds from $250,000.00 to $300,000.00, offering $50,000.00 to the White River Valley School Corporation. A roll call vote was taken. Bryan Woodall voted aye. Randall Brown voted aye. Ron Lehman voted nay. John Wilkes voted nay. Karen Abrams voted nay. Kelly Zimmerly voted aye. Motion failed 3-3.
Bryan Woodall moved, and Karen Abrams seconded, to approve Resolution 2025-02, “Final (Confirmatory) Resolution for the Creation of an Economic Revitalization Area and the Granting of Real and Personal Property Tax Abatement” between County Council of Greene County, Indiana and Worthington Solar, LLC as presented. A roll call vote was taken. Bryan Woodall voted aye. Randall Brown voted aye. Ron Lehman voted nay. John Wilkes voted nay. Karen Abrams voted aye. Kelly Zimmerly voted aye. Motion passed 4-2.  
Re: Prosecutor- Jarrod Holtsclaw- Transfer
· 1000-12004-00000-0660- $96.83 to 8897-11136-00000-0011- Prosecutor Supplement
Ron Lehman moved, and John Wilkes seconded, to approve the transfer as presented. Motion passed 6-0.
Re: Recorder- Sarah Bender- Part-Time staff to Full-Time Status 
Ron Lehman moved, and Randall Brown seconded, to approve of the status change in the part-time position in the recorder office to become a full-time position with benefits. The position will be funded out of the Recorders Perpetuation Fund for the first year and then will be re-evaluated. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Auditor- Heather Perry- Transfers 
· 2517-12410-00000-0000- Part-Time- $4,654.14 to 1000-12007-00000-0002- Permanent Part-Time
Bryan Woodall moved, and John Wilkes seconded, to approve the transfer as presented. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Commissioner- Additional Appropriation- Final Approval  
· 1233-32505-0000-0000- Jail Repairs- $6,000.00 (Dryer)
Ron Lehman moved, and Bryan Woodall seconded, to approve the additional appropriation in the amount of $6,000.00 from the LIT Correctional Facilities Fund for a new dryer at the Greene County Jail, as advertised. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Council- Hospital LIT for 2027
Karen Abrams moved, and Ron Lehman seconded, to table the discussion on the Hospital Local Income Tax for the January Council meeting. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Council Board Appointments
· Alcohol & Beverage Board- Lori Speer- Annual Term- Reappointment
· Convention, Visitor & Tourism Commission- Richard Nichols- 4 Year Term- Richard Nichols declined reappointment. Ryan O’Neall has agreed to be appointed to the Convention, Visitor & Tourism Commission.
· Convention, Visitor & Tourism Commission- John Cotter- 4 Year Term- Reappointment
· Economic Development Commission- Ron Lehman- 2 Year Term- Nomination to Commissioners for Reappointment
· Emergency Management Advisory Board- Jerry Frye- Annual Term- Jerry Frye has decided to step down from the Emergency Management Advisory Board. Bryan Woodall has agreed to be appointed to the Emergency Management Advisory Board. 
· Greene County Economic Development Corporation- Kelly Zimmerly- Reappointment
· Bloomfield-Eastern Public Library- Charlene Kluemper- 4 Year Term- Tabled until next month 
· Personnel Administration Committee- Kelly Zimmerly- Reappointment 
· Plan Commission- Karen Abrams- Reappointment
· PTABOA Board- Melonie Graves- (R)- Annual- Reappointment
· PTABOA Board- Bill Sipes- (D)- Annual- Reappointment
· Redevelopment Commission- Shane Smith- Annual- Reappointment
· Redevelopment Commission- Karen Abrams- Annual- Table until next month Karen Abrams has decided to step down from the Redevelopment Commission. Table until next month
· Regional Sewer District- Louis Massette- Annual- Reappointment
· Regional Sewer District- Timothy Turpen- Annual- Reappointment
· SIDC Board- Randall Brown- Annual- Reappointment
· Solid Waste Board- Brent Murray- Annual- Brent Murray resigned as County Councilman on October 31, 2025, and stepped down from the Solid Waste Board. John Wilkes has agreed to be appointed to the Solid Waste Board. 
John Wilkes moved, and Ron Lehman seconded, to table the Bloomfield-Eastern Library Board appointment and the Redevelopment Commission appointment to the January meeting on January 27, 2026. Motion passed 6-0.

Ron Lehman moved, and Randall Brown seconded, to approve the rest of the appointments and reappointments as listed above. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Council- Salary Ordinance for 2026
Karen Abrams moved, and Ron Lehman seconded, to approve the 2026 Salary Ordinance as presented. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Council- Proposed Employee Handbook, PTO Policy, & Appendix I- EMS Personnel 
John Wilkes moved, and Karen Abrams seconded, to table this matter, and to address this matter during a Special Meeting on December 29, 2025, at 4pm in the Commissioners’ Room. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: County Attorney- Job Description
Karen Abrams moved, and John Wilkes seconded, to approve the Soil & Water Work-Based Learning Conservation Intern job description presented to the council by County Attorney Marvin Abshire. Motion passed 6-0.

Re: Council- Other Business to Come Before the Council
Brent Murray came before the Council to let them know that it had been a pleasure working with them over the years and wanted to wish everyone good luck.  

There being no further business to come before the council, Bryan Woodall moved, and Ron Lehman seconded, to adjourn. Motion passed 6-0.
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