
What is Theft, Robbery, & Burglary? 
Theft:  

• Theft is sometimes known as larceny, petty grand theft, or by similar names, 
depending on the state in which you live and the circumstances of the crime. Theft 
is one of the most commonly committed crimes. To commit a theft, you have to take 
someone else’s property without the owner’s consent and with the intention to 
permanently deprive the owner of its value or use.  

Robbery:  

• Theft is taking something that doesn’t belong to you, BUT a robbery is taking 
something from a person and using force, or the threat of force, to do it. Robbery, 
like theft, involves taking someone’s property without the owner’s consent, but it 
has some elements that theft doesn’t require.  

Burglary:  

• Though burglary is often a crime that involves theft you don’t necessarily have to 
take any property to be convicted of this crime. To commit a burglary, you must 
enter a structure or dwelling with the intent to commit a felony or theft within it. You 
can be convicted without actually committing a felony or theft within the building, 
and the felony you intend to commit does not have to be theft or robbery.  

Collecting Restitution:  

• Collection of restitution is often limited by the offender’s ability to pay. As a result, 
many victims wait years before they receive any restitution ordered.  

• Collection also depends on enforcement of the Court’s order of restitution, either by 
the criminal justice system or the victim. There are many laws and procedures used 
to make sure the offender pays as ordered.  

• For example, where payment of restitution is made a condition of probation or 
parole, the probation or parole officer must monitor whether payments are being 
made on time. The victim may help provide this information to the probation or 
parole officer. If the offender is about to be released from probation or parole, but 
has not paid restitution as ordered, this information must be conveyed to the Court 
or parole board. Victims who have not received restitution as ordered should ask the 
probation or parole office how this information will be provided to the Court or 



parole board. In some states, probation or parole can be extended when the 
offender has willfully failed to pay restitution.  


